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Short Description

I will discuss some ways of knowing and being that support decolonization of understandings and practices of creativity, community, knowledge and action. I will connect decolonization and creativity to some vital public knowledges, literacies and practices that, I argue, help deepen our responsiveness to the crises of ecocide, mass oppression and injustice. 

Proposal

In this presentation and dialogue, I will discuss some ways of knowing and being that support decolonization of understandings and practices of creativity, community, knowledge and action. I will connect decolonization and creativity to some of the public knowledges, literacies and practices that, I argue, help deepen our responsiveness to the crises of ecocide, mass oppression and injustice. 

Knowledge and creativity will be engaged within vital non-humancentric ecologies of value, meaning and community including radical connectivity, loving, together-doing and being. The session will thus touch upon some key questions, including: What kinds of knowledges, literacies, and practices contribute to cultivating our deepest sense of humanity? How can we activate a decolonial ethic that expands our sense of, and capacities of, responsiveness and responsibility to ourselves, each other, and the Earth? 

My colleague and life co-journeyer Fabiola Nabil Naguib (artist, writer and activist) deeply inspires and informs my thinking and practice in these areas. She is unable to join me for this session, but we hope to lead a participatory, creative session on the thematic above at next year’s AIS conference. For this year’s session, you are invited to explore our collaborative piece, “Our Hearts as a Map for Change: Notes of Heart Cognition as a Radically Divergent Way of Knowing and Being." (https://www.trudeaufoundation.ca/updates/publication/our-hearts-map-change). A short essay by Naguib, “Roots of Racism,” from her book, Uninhabiting the Violence of Silencing: activations of creativity, ethics, and resistance (Creativity Commons Collective and Press, 2007) is also included in the Virtual Gallery as a PDF. You are also encouraged to read/listen to Naguib’s poem,  "Site of the Uncolonizable," (https://www.creativeecologies.ca/poetry), her short blog post, "Writing for My Life: Notes on Decolonizing Poetry," (https://www.creativeecologies.ca/blog), as well as her artwork and artist statements that carry rich articulations of connectivity, decolonization, community and creativity. (https://www.creativeecologies.ca/artwork & https://www.creativeecologies.ca/creativeecologies) 

